
486

C
ourse D

escriptions

of  Chinese thinkers to political issues in different periods of  time.  
Special emphasis is put on the attempts to synthesize Chinese and 
European political thought in the first half  of  the 20th century.  
This course is open to GIS and ES majors only. 

POLS	 2160	 European Politics and Society: 	 (3,2,1) (E)
		  French Political and Government System
Prerequisite:	 EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science
After a brief  presentation of  the legacy of  the past (i.e. the French 
Revolution and the various regimes which followed), the core 
of  the course is an examination of  the evolution of  the French 
political and governmental system from the unstable structures 
of  the Fourth Republic to the more effective presidential regime 
that exists today.  Basic concepts of  political science, theories and 
methodologies acquired in POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political 
Science are applied here to the study and analysis of  one of  the 
major nation states in Europe.  This course is open to GIS and ES 
majors only.

POLS	 2170	 European Politics and Society: 	 (3,2,1) (E)
		  German Political Systems and Society	
Prerequisite:	 EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science 
Basic concepts of  political science, theories and methodologies 
acquired in POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science are 
applied here to the description and analysis of  one of  the major 
nation states in Europe.  The course studies the structure of  
successive political systems in Germany within their historical 
context.  Special emphasis will be placed on the post-war 
construction of  a “social-constitutional state”, a “social market 
economy”, and the current multi-tiered political system of  the 
Federal Republic of  Germany.  The course will finally examine 
united Germany’s role in European and global politics.  It 
prepares for POLS 3620 Contemporary Europe and Asia and 
EURO 3140 Current Issues of  European Integration.  This course 
is open to GIS and ES majors only.

POLS	 2180	 Government and Politics of the 	 (3,2,1) (E) 
		  United States
Prerequisite:	 POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science
American Constitutionalism and the Bill of  Rights (the first ten 
Amendments to the Constitution) comprise one of  the major 
foundations of  contemporary notions of  modern, democratic 
government.  This course examines the origins and development 
of  US forms of  government, federal and state, and also examines 
conflicts which have challenged, and continue to challenge, in 
some cases, the functioning of  this system.  This course is open to 
GIS majors and GIS minors (Year II standing) only. 

POLS	 2190	 Government and Politics of the 	 (3,2,1) (E) 
		  United Kingdom
Prerequisite:	 EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science 
The British system of  parliamentary government has exercised a 
profound influence throughout the world.  This course examines 
the growth and workings of  the British system.  It identifies the 
key features of  the British political and administrative systems, 
seeks to explain both the change and the continuities within 
British politics, and examines the various pressures and challenges 
to which it is currently exposed.  It also discusses the British 
approach to European integration since the Second World War.  
This course is open to GIS and ES majors and GIS minors (Year 
II standing) only. 

POLS 	 2205  	 European Politics and Society: 	 (3,2,1) (E) 
		  French Political and Government System
Prerequisite:	 EURO 1008-9 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1005 Foundations of  Political Science
After a brief  presentation of  the legacy of  the past (i.e. the French 
Revolution and the various regimes which followed), the core 
of  the course is an examination of  the evolution of  the French 
political and government system from the unstable structures of  

the Fourth Republic to the more effective presidential regime that 
exists today.
Basic concepts of  political science, theories and methodologies 
acquired in POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science are 
applied here to the study and analysis of  one of  the major nation 
states in Europe.

POLS 	 2206  	 European Politics and Society: 	 (3,2,1) (E) 
		  German Political Systems and Society
Prerequisite: 	 EURO 1008-9 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 

POLS 1005 Foundations of  Political Science
The course studies the structure of  successive political systems in 
Germany within their historical context.  Special emphasis will be 
placed on the traumatic experience of  the Third Reich, its origins 
and its consequences in the post-war construction of  a “social-
constitutional state”, a “social market economy”, and the current 
multi-tiered political system of  the Federal Republic of  Germany, 
as it is embedded today in the European Union.

POLS	 2620	 Ideology and Socialism in China	 (3,2,1) 
Prerequisite:	 POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science
This course explores the ideological and philosophical foundations 
of  Socialist China after 1949, the concepts, ideas, and theories 
generated during the periods of  revolution and development of  
socialism in China, and the current political and social changes 
and relevant political and economic reforms initiated by the party-
state.  This course is open to GIS and China Studies majors only.

POLS	 2630	 Chinese Legal System	 (3,2,1) (E) 
This course aims to introduce to students some of  the major 
areas of  the Chinese legal system that are of  interest to people 
in Hong Kong.  It traces the historical and political backgrounds 
leading to the current Chinese legal system.  Major areas covered 
include the basic courses such as constitutional, civil, commercial, 
administrative and criminal laws, as well as the court system and 
the legislative process.  Where appropriate, comparisons with the 
Hong Kong counterpart will be made.  Finally, the Basic Law 
will be examined in relation to its provisions and its significance 
to Hong Kong after the change of  sovereignty in July 1997.  This 
course is open to GIS and China Studies majors only. 

POLS	 2640	 Government and Politics of Japan	 (3,2,1) (E)
Prerequisite:	 POLS 1510 Foundations of  Political Science 

and POLS 1520 Government and Politics of  
China

This course focuses on the political development of  Japan since 
1945.  It begins with a historical-overview of  the rise of  modern 
Japan and an examination of  the legacies of  the Second World 
War.  The workings of  the major political institutions, central 
and local, are studied, with particular reference to the process of  
policy-making.  It goes on to identify the main political actors, 
political parties, business groups and labour unions and examines 
political culture and mass electoral behaviour.  The role of  Japan 
in the international system is also assessed.

POLS 	 3005  	 Foundations of International 	 (3,2,1) (E)
		  Relations
Prerequisite:	 For GIS/ES major: POLS 1005 Foundations of  

Political Science or EURO 1008-9 Europe: Unity 
and Diversity

	 For GIS minor: Year III standing
This is a course which introduces students to the basic concepts, 
methods and processes of  International Relations by focusing 
on four major “perspectives” that have framed analytical work 
in the field, namely “Realism-Power Politics”, “Dominance-
Dependence”, “Transnationalism-Interdependency” and “Cultural 
Interactionism”.  International Relations seeks to build upon 
and integrate the disciplinary foundations students obtained in 
the first-year Political Science and Political Economy courses.  It 
does this through a “level of  analysis” approach and through a 
problem-solving treatment of  issues relevant, where possible, to 
Hong Kong’s interaction with its own region and with other areas 
of  the globe.


